FORESIGHT  YOUNG ADULT FICTION

Five dramatic YA titles remind us
that youth isn’t all about puppy
love and teen angst

challenges: Pestilence, war, vampires, Nazis, eugenics, secret societies,

deadly foes. Throw in a dash of dyslexia, a pinch of anorexia, and a help-
ing of unhealthy athletic competition and you've got yourself a full larder of
summer reads that make life at home seem not so terribly bad.

For those young readers who are experiencing the inevitable rough patches,
these titles serve as a reminder that many of the direst troubles can be surmount-
able—or, at least, survivable. These authors and their very human protagonists
(even the one who turns immortal) testify that however dark and threatening it
gets, this lifetime offers boundless opportunity for growth—even for greatness—
if we only muddle through.

T he young folks in these five novels are up against some pretty steep
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